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TRIBUTE TO HELEN CAMBELL 


WASHINGTON PICTURE GROUP 


It is a distinct pleasure for me to welcome to ranks of the 
"Retired", my old friend Helen Cambell, who retired March 29th from the 
Art Section of the National Library of Medicine, Office of Health, 
Education and Welfare. Twelve years ago in July, 195, she went into 
the Army Medical Library and was introduced to a small room in the 
Old Fisheries Building at 7th and Independence Avenue, containing 4 
conglomeration of portraits, negatives and art works. It was almost 
impossible to find any specific iten among them, but she was told in 
general it would be up to her to organize it so that it would be useable. 
She set to work and due to her ingenuity and devotion to duty, managed 
. personally to index, catalog and arrange the collection then totalling 
10,000 items. At about this time she joined with other pioneers in 
government picture collections as a charter menber of the Association of 
Federal Photographic Librarians, which later became the Washington Picture 
Group of the Picture Division of the Special Libraries Association. Over 
the years Helen Cambell contributed much to our discussions and studies 
from her wealth of experience with pictures. 


The Armed Forces Institute of Pathology turned over about 10,000 
items to Miss Cambell's collection, and more have been added from other 
sources, until now the library contains about 60,000 items, of which 
there are about 28,000 portraits of men prominent in medicine (with 
emphasis on the military); pictures and plans of hospitals and medical 
institutions in this country and abroad, pictures of frontier life and 
the development of public health and sanitation, including early medicine 
in the Civil War and succeeding wars, ranging from photographs to fine 
etchings, caricatures, cartoons and prints. The Library is a member of 
the Union Catalog, which covers portraits of men of medicine in many 
collections such as those of the New York Academy of Medicine Library, 
the Library of the College of Physicians in Philadelphia, the John Crerar 
Library, the Northwestern University Medical Library and the Jefferson 
Medical College. Due largely to Miss Cambell's earnest and intelligent 
work over a relatively short period of years, the collection has become 
an important source. of illustrations for official purposes of the Office 
of Health, Education and Welfare and other government agencies, and for 
many non-governmental publications and services. 


Now she can rest on her laurels with that wonderful satisfaction 
that comes from a job well done. We now learn that she is marrying Mr. 
Moore Wharton, a civil engineer who is also a gardener, a hobby shared by 
Helen Cambell. We extend to her our heartfelt wishes for much happiness 
for many years to come. 


- Alice Roberts Kuhn 
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WASHINGTON PICTURE GROUP (continued) 
TRIBUTE TO HELEN CAMBELL 


Some biorraphical notes: On March 27, the Washington Group gave a luncheon in 
honor of Helen Cambell. A good many speeches had been prepared by various 
members but the surprise announcement of Miss Cambell's marriage made everyone 
forget his lines. Those present rerretted that they had not know of the coming 
event soon enough to provide a bit of champagne for a well-loved collearcue,. 
Prior to her work in \lashington, Helen Cambell had thirty years of service with 
the American Federation of Arts and was for a short time at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. She also worked in the Hispanic Collection at the Library of 
Congress. Balancing her experience in this country, she spent some years 
studying in Paris end was later encaged in bibliveraphical and indexing work at 
the British Museum, 


American Architecture: The last meeting ot the year was held at the National 
Gallery of Art on Sundsy evening, May 19, 1957. The Picture Group played host 
to the SLA Washington Chapter at a dinner meeting. The speaker for the occasion 
was Mr. Frederick Gutheim who prepared the exhibition on American architecture 
now on display at the National Gallery. 


Mr. Gutheim is best known tor his book on the Potomac River in the Rivers 
of America series and he is also known for his newspaper colunns, The title of 
his display is "One Hundred Years of Architecture in America, 1857 - 1957." The 
title of his talk was "The Forward Look." He stressed the paucity of materials 
available for an exhibition such as this one and appealed to librarians, 
custodians and archivists to re-evaluate their holdings of architectural drawings 
and photographs so that these will be better preserved. He stated that it was 
virtually impossible today to locate the draiwings of any particular architect 


because librarians have not given sufficient attention to them as documents of 
works of art. 


He voiced the hope that the attention being given to architecture in the 
United States would lead to the establishment of an archival depository for 
graphic arts in which architectural items will find a permanent home, 


-Josephine Cobb 


National Archives ~ 
NEW YORK PICTURE GROUP 


On Wednesday, March 13 the New York Group met in the Auditorium of the 
Central Building of the N.Y. Public Library. This meeting was in the form of an 
interview by Romana Javitz, head of the NYPL Picture Collection, with Milton 
Meltzer, co-author with Langston Hughes of "The Pictorial History of the Negro 
in America." Mr, Meltzer described the ,. «nning of his book, and its device of 
a two-page-spread rhythm for readers who “dip" into pictorial books, Every two 
page spread is a unit in itself, 


He told of how he did not start with a collection of pictures but determind 
to write a book with pictures. He steeped himself in the subject reading 
consistently, keeping extensive notes and always reaching for primary sources, 
Once the textual material was gathered, he besan to look for pictures to illustrate 
the personalities, the events and the backgrounds. After exhausting the great 
collection on Negro life in the New York Public Library's Schomburg Collection, 
he sent form letters across the country to public and college libraries, to 
museums and historical societies - when he received an encouraging reply he went 
to have a look, The libraries in the South although willing to cooperate had 
little or no material on the Negro, largely Mr. Meltzer felt as a result of past 
attitudes and/or because of the destruction laid by the Civil War, Frequently 
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NEY YORK PICTURE GROUP (continued) 


he had to fall back on the use of pictures of documents, such as contemporary 
newspipers rather than employ illustrations made long after the events. 
Whenever possible he tried to use contemporary pictures. After collecting over 
four thousand illustrations in his search, he was forced to select less than 
one thousand for the final publication. 


Using an opaque projector, Mr. Meltzer showed, page by page, many of the 
problems posed in the actual layout of text and pictures. As his interviever, 
Miss Javitz, remarked, the book showed a high caliber in selection and visual 
impact. The questions and answers were lively, stimulating and informative. 


BRUGES. The last meeting of the season was held Thursday, May 9, at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. After an introduction by Group Chairman, Mrs. 
Margaret Nolan, Mr. Stuart M. Shaw, Senior Staff Lecturer, presented an 
illustrated talk on Bruges showing exceptionally fine three dimensional color 
slides. 
- William Sloan 
New York Public Library 


* % * 
WESTINGHOUSE PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES 


Every company today, regardless of its size, keeps records of both actual 
and potential transactions. Usually each department in a corporation has its 
own filing system 4nd, in this respect, is a unit that is separated from the 
company. The departmental records are unique in that they do not depend upon 
any other section of the company. An illustration of this can be seen in one 
of the largest companies in the Pittsburgh area, Westinghouse Electric Corporation. 


The various departments in Westinghouse have files which are used daily. 
Let us look at the section that would deteriorate without a top-notch filing 
system. I refer to the Photographic and Television Services Department. 


Inside "Photographic" are found thousands of negatives on every subject. 
How do we find 9 desired negative, even though it was tiken months ago? Obviously 
the negative must be filed in some order, but how? If just placed numerically, 
it would take days to find the desired photo. 


To find our answer, let us turn to the day the picture was taken. In July 
1956, one of the Westinghouse photographers took a picture of "Rayescent Lighting" 
at the Research Laboratories near Pittsburgh. Contact prints were made from the 
negatives and these were sent to the person who ordered the work done. The 
desired shots were chosen from the contacts and the order placed. For example, 
fifty 8" x 10" glossy prints of five of the given contacts may have been ordered. 


The prints are now made up and prepared for mailing. At this point, each of 
the five negatives is given a serial number which is written on the back of the 


prints. Additional pictures can be ordered by merely referring to this serial 
number. 


One of the negatives was given the number PR = 7-5-16);}66. "PR" represents 
Public Relations; the "7" indicates the department that ordered the work done; 
and "5", the number of negatives filed for the particular assignment. Each 
negative is filed numerically and the "16),66" indicates position of the negative 
in this file. 
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WESTINGHOUSE (continued) 


Then the new numbers are written in a ledger along with the title of the 
negative and the name of the person who ordered the assigment. For example, 
our sample ledger would read: PR - 7=-5-16);66 "Rayescent Lighting" Mr. John Doe. 


Returning to the contact prints we find that they are placed in large 
scrapbooks in numerical order. To date, the department has 2); such books filled 
with these miniature prints. 


The information on each negative is then entered on an index card and filed 
according to the place where the picture was taken. For example, there are 
categories for East Pittsburgh, Bettis Atomic Power, Shippingport, Gateway, etc. 
Negatives that do not fall under such plant divisions are placed in another file 
listing then by content, such as, Rubber, TV Stations, Military. This constitutes 
the cross-index file. Each classification his ten subdivisions that classify the 
negatives into type: 


a. Newsphoto f. Personalities 

b. Atmosphere g- Picture Stories 

c. New Products he. Art Work and Drawings 
d. Development i. Installation 

e. Manufacturing j. Studio Set-up 


An executive of the Advertising Department wants a print of the "Rayescent 
Lighting" for an advertisenent. If he has the serial number it would be a 
simple task for the photographic department to find the negative which is filed 
numerically. However, he does not have the number but would recognize the print 
once he sees it. 


In this case, we look in the cross-index file under "Development" in the 
Research Laboratories section. The file shows five numbers, for the five shots 
of "Rayescent Lighting". We turn to the contact books and show these five shots 
to our advertising executive. After he selects the one he wants, it is 21 simple 
matter to find the negative and make the print. 


- Charles J. Nelson, Manager 
Photo and Television Services 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


(based on a talk given by Mr. Nelson to Picture Division menbers 
at the Pittsburgh Convention, June 1956) 


NEWS OF PICTURES and COLLECTIONS 


Civil War Pictures 

A large collection of Civil War material "lost" for more than 
thirty years in the basement of the Illinois State Capitol at Springfield has 
recently been rediscovered and transferred to the Illinois State Historical 
Library. It is said that the pictures in the collection, which »lso includes 
diaries and letters, "will do much to even the balance between Mathew Brady 
and the generally anonynous photographers who covered the war in the West." 





Goya Lithograph 

Another recent "find" is a Goya lithograph discovered ina scrap~ 
book stored in the attic of the Olin Library at Wesleyan University, Middletown, 
Connecticut. It is a portrait of Goya's lithographer, Cyprien-Charles-Marie- 
Nicolas Goulon, made about 1825 in Bordeaux during the Spanish artist's French 
exile. Goulon was a pioneer in the art of lithography. The scrapbook in which 
the picture was found belonged to another well-known lithographer, also a 
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contemporary of Goya and Goulon, Nicolas-Toussaint Charlet. The lithograph, one 
of twenty-one Goya created, was found by Dr. Heinrich Schwarz, curator of Wesleyan's 
Davison Art Center collection and Professor of Art at the University. 


Historic Houses 

The University of Virginia Library, Charlottesville, has a collection 
of about };,500 direct photos (8" x 10") showing interiors and exteriors of famous 
Virginia homes. These were taken for the State Chamber of Commerce by various 


photographers (names unknown). Negatives are still retained by the Chamber of 
Commerce. 





- Mr. N. Harvey Deal, Reference Lbn., University of Virginia 


Documentary Film on Still Photography 

"The Naked Eye" is an unusual documentary 
film on the art and fun of still photography made by Louis Clyde Stroumen. The 
film reviews the invention and development of the camera, the work of early 
practitioners such as Daguerre, Brady, and William Jackson and on to photo- 
journalists of today, Bourke-White, Weegee and Eisenstaedt. The life and work of 
Edward Weston forms an eloquent conclusion to a film that makes the viewer aware of 
the perception and persistence of the serious photographer. 





Building Brooklyn Bridge 
Twenty-two photographs of various stages in the construction 


of Brooklyn Bridge were on display this summer at the Museum of the City of New York 
documenting bridge engineering of the last century. 





Article on Sources of Old Pictures 

In Advertising Requirements for July 1957, 
pp.68-71, Ted Sanchagrin, eastern editor of this trade magazine, presents an 
illustrated "guide to antique art." This is a chatty survey of major picture sources 
and services, both public and private, with a nice salute to PICTURESCOPE. This 
was compiled primarily for those who work in advertising and require pictures that 
are in public domain. Published by Advertising Publications, Inc., 200 East Illinois 
Street, Chicago, Illinois, price: fifty cents. 








West Coast Picture Service 

Mercury Archives, Inc., 223 West 2nd Street, Suite 233, 
Los Angeles, California announces 4 commercial picture research and rental service 
on a subscription basis. The Archives consist of files of 19th century magazines, 
illustrated books and other sources of pictures in public domain, as well as 
contemporary photopraphs. 





WORDS ON PICTURES 
"The pleasure I derived as a child from the contemplation 
of the form of continents and seas as outlined on maps, the yearning to 
behold those southern constellations which never appear above our horizon, 
the pictures of palms and cedars of Lebanon in a pictorial Bible, may all 
have contributed to excite in me the desire to travel in foreign lands." 


- Alexander Von Humboldt 
by Helmut de Terra. Knopf, N.Y., 1955 
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PICTURE DIVISION CHAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT 1956=1957 


Picture Division now nas 150 members, of which 93 are primary 
affiliations and tour are Institutional members. Members come from 18 states, 


Washington, D. C., and Canada. We welcomed 2) new members this year and lost 
almost as many. 


Our treasurer reports a cash balence of $232.08 as ot May 1, 1957. 
All expenditures for the year were charged to PICTURESOOPE. They came to %85.99. 
However, the newsletter paid the sum back throuch subscriptions and sale of 
back issues to a total of 91.00. All other income came from accwnulation of 
the division's allotment plus subscription money trom the previous year. 


Our principal activity continues to be the newsletter, PICTURESCOPL. 

Subscribers have received four issues since the last convention. FPecause of 

the guidance it has received tirom a continuing editorial board throuchout its 
history, it nas grown in stature and following. In recognition of its value 

to the profession, The H. W. Wilson Company has decided to include it in 

LIGRARY LITERATURE beginning with that publication's December 1956 issue. 

Miss Florence li. Hopkins, editor of LIBRARY LITERATURE writes, "Among the many 
fine bulletins ot the various chapters and divisions of 5.L.A., PICTURESCOPE 


is outstanding. I nad been told before I saw it that I would find it so by some 
college and university librzrians who use it for reference..." 


The work ot issuing PICTURESCOPE was eased when the previous chair-=- 
man appointed a production staff headed by Ruth Beach of the New York Public | 
Library, last spring. For 1956, Harcourt, Frace & Co., Inc. furnished the mast- 
head and the Grolier Society, Inc. reproduced each issue. During 1957 the 
newsletter will be reproduced throu-h the courtesy of Socony Mobil Oil Co., 

Inc. Therefore, the principal expenses are for typinrs, stationery and postage. 
Because of this and because ot the increased minimum allotment to divisions 
which was recently voted by the National Board, it has been decided to try to 
send the newsletter to members without charge during 1957. The charge to non- 
members, however, continues to be ‘:2.00. A paid subscription from Kenya in 
Africa indicates the newsletter's enlarging horizons. 


Work is proceeding steadily on the Directory of Picture Sources, 
but it will be some time before any substantial results appear. 


Viola Gusdanovic resigned in March as Division archivist. 
Louise Leak of the Picture Collection, New York Public Library, has accepted 
appointment as the new archivist. 


Respectfully submitted, 
| 


Chairman 
Picture Division 
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PICTURE DIVISION 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING = Summary 


Wednesday, May 29, 1957, Statler Hotel, Boston 
Betty Hale, Division Chairman presiding 


The twenty-eirht members present at this breakfast meeting heard the Chairman's 
report, the membership report by Franziska Gay Schacht, PICTURESCOPE report by its 
editor, Minna H. Breuer and a report by Celestine Gilligan, Secretary-Tressurer. 
Miss Gilligan read the minutes of last year's annual business meeting. 


Mrs. Helen Faye, Chairman of the Source Directory Committee reported on the 
questionmiire which she prepared and mailed to 211 members of the Picture Division. 
The response was encouraging and she is hopeful that the cooperation she needs is 
forthcoming. 


Mrs. Breuer, Editor reviewed the publication of the newsletter, enumerating 
the books reviewed, collections described and meetings reported. She told of the 
use of PICTURESCOPE articles by Library School students at Columbia University. 


The Chairman then called on the Chairman of the New York Group, Mrs. Margaret 
Nolan, to review their past year's activity. For the Washington Group, past- 
Chairman, Josephine Cobb reported that nothing further had been done on the "Guide 
to Still Pictures in the District of Columbia" due to pressure of other work. 
However, it will be taken over by George E. Pettingill, new Washington Group Chair- 
man and it may be pooled with the work of Mrs. Faye's Directory Committee. 


Betty Hale announced the appointment of Mrs. Alice Hook as Picture Division 
Representative for the 1958 Convention in Chicago. Eleanor Mason and John Larson 
were appointed Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Nominating Conmittee for next 
year's election of officers. 


The meeting began at 7:30 A.M. and adjourned at 9 A.M. 
PICTURE DIVISION FINANCIAL STATEMENT 1956 - 1957, May 1, 1957: 


Cash belance June 1, 1956rcccccccccccccccocccescecsccsees 193c27 
Income June 2, 1956 through May 1, 1957 
SIA Headquarters. ccccccccccccccccsees 33000 
PICTURESCOPE subscriptions and 
back numbers sale...e-- 91.00 


$ 12),.80 
$318.07 
Disbursements June 2, 1956 through May 1, 1957 
PICTURESCOPE 
Typing and postage.cccccccccccccccee 33098 
Paper and letterheads..ccccccccseves Bho Th 
Envelopes and addresSing...seccecees 17227 $ 85.99 


Cash balance May l; 1957 so 0000060000s0000ensecesenseceeesesnnebecten eee 


SUMMARY: Cash balance June 2, 1956. .cceeeeeee$l93027 
Income June 2, 1956—May 1, 1957..... 12.80 
TOTAL. co ee ee HilO007 $318.07 


Cash balance May 1, 1957eccccvesseceege3e008 
Disbursements June 2, 1956-May 1, 
1957.00. 85.99 
TOTAL. coco eo SI1LO0OT $318.07 


Respectfully submitted, 
Celestine Gilligan, Secretary-Treascurer 
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NEW MEMBERS: 


Grace Crane, Central Services Dept. 
TIME, Inc., N.Y. 


Mrs. Alice Crowley 
Arlington, Mass. 


Yolande Doucet, Lbn. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
Montreal, Canada 


Mrs. Kathleen Elliott 
Montreal, Canada 


Milton Davidson 
Underwood and Underwood News Photos 
New York City 


Richard Farrar, Lbn., Art Library 
National Broadcasting Co., N.Y. 
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Goethe House, Henry R. Meisels, Lbn. 
New York City 


Mrs. Margaret Lennon Kennedy 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Mrs. Jeanette V. Kretzschmar, Lbn. 
Market Planning Corp., N.Y. 


Mrs. Marie-\lzire Ochab 
Picture Coll., N.Y.Public Library 


Mrs. Olive S. Raymond, Lbn. 
Fine Arts and Music Dept. 
Vancouver Public Library 
Vancouver, B.C. 


Helen Rubin 
Long Island City, N.Y. 


Mary Frances Wolfe 


American Iron and Steel Inst. Library 
New York City 


% % *% 


WE SEE THAT: 
Viking Press has published Not One More Day, a children's 
JS re book written and illustrated by DONNA HILL of Picture Collection, 
L{y The New York Public Library . + . . W. EUGENE SMITH, photographer, 
Croton-On-iHudson, N.Y. received a Guggenheim fellowship for 
experimental studies in photographic journalism... . MARCELLE 
FREBAULT has retired after many years of art and picture librarian- 
ship at the Newark Public Library . .. . EILEEN B. MORASH has 
succeeded DAN ALCHUK in the Still Photographs Section of the 
National Film Board, Canada... ~ ROMANA JAVITZ and FRANZISKA 
GAY SCHACHT spent two days studying the duplicate collections 
at the Prints and Photographs Division of the Library of Congress, 
conferring with the new Acting-Chief DR. EDGAR BREITENBACH, and 
picture librarians, ALICE LEE PARKER, VIRGINIA DAIKER and MILTON 
KAPLAN. 





* * * 


SPECIAL NOTICE: 
The next issue of PICTURESCOPE WILL CARRY THE DETAILED STORY 


OF PICTURE DIVISION ACTIVITIES AT THE 1957 CONVENTION IN 
BOSTON. SOME OF THE PAPERS WILL BE PUBLISHED FULLY IN LATER 


ISSUES OF SPECIAL LIBRARIES. 











PICTURESCOPE Vol. V # 2 Pel? 


URGENTLY NEEDED - Replies to the questionnaires which were mailed to 
you recently regarding the listing ot your libraries in our Directory 
of Picture Scources. HMany.ot you have replied, promptly and completely, 
and for this I wisn to thank you. For the rest - please send in your 
replies immediately, and suggest other sources in your own field or 
city for me to contact. 


Mrs. Helen Faye, Chairman, Directory Committee 
Harcourt, Brace and Company 
383 Madison Avenue, New York 17, N.Y. 


PICTURE DIVISION OF*ICERS 1956 = 1958 





Chairman: Betty Hale, Lbn., Public Relations, Socony Mobil Oil Co., Inc., N.Y.,N.Y. 
Vice Chairman (Chairman-elect): Mrs. Elsie Phillips Heyl, Tucson, Arizona. 
Secretary=Treasurer: Celestine Gilligan, Art Lbn., Young and Rubicam, N.Y.,N.Y. 
Archivist: Louise Leak, Picture Collection, N.Y. Public Library 


Chairmen of Committees: 

Directory: Mrs. Helen Faye, Picture Ed., Textbook Dept.,Harcourt Brace & Co.,Inc.,N.Y.,N.Y. 

Membership: Franziska Gay Schacht, Picture Lbn., Picture Collection, N.¥Y.Public Library 

Nominating: Eleanor Mason, Enoch Pratt Free Library, HBaltimore, Md. 

Convention, 1958: Mrs. Alice P. Hook, Lbn, Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


NEW YORK GROUP 1957-1958 


Chairman: William J. Sloan, Photo Lbn., Picture Collection, N.Y.Public Library 
WASHINGTON GROUP 1957-1958 
Chairman: George E. Pettincill, American Institute of Architects, Washington, D. C. 


PICTURESCOPE: issued quarterly as the Newsletter of the PICTURE DIVISION of the 
Special Libraries Association, 31 East 10th Street, N.Y. 3, N.Y. 


EDITORIAL BOARD: 
Editor: Minna H. Breuer. Associate Editors: Romana Javitz, Franziska Gay Schacht. 
Production: Ruth Beach, Jean McNiece, Whitney N. Morgan. 


Address communications to the Editor: at 2 Williams Court, Albany 3, N.Y. 








NON-MEMBER'S SUBSCRIPTION FOR PICTURESCOPE 
Fill in form, clip and mail to: 








Miss Celestine Gilligan Enclosed find check (payable to Celestine 
c/o Young and Rubicam, Inc. Gilligan) or stamps for $2.00 for one year's 
285 Madison Ave., N.Y. 17, N.Y. subscription to PICTURESCOPL. 

NAME Date 1957 





Organization or Firm 





Address 





City Zone State 








